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TRINACRIA: STAMPS OF GARIBALDI’S DICTATORSHIP 

6 November 1860-1861 
By Dr. PICCIRILLO Pasquale Member of UFL (Italy) and RSPL (UK) 

PURPOSE AND SCOPE                     

          

 
COLOR CODE  

Special items in this exibit are highlighted with a red frame. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

Among the numerous interesting stamps, you will find these key items: 

- Mint Trinacria with full gum ( 5 of 48) ………….……………………………………………………………….… p.  2 

- Circular with Trinacria with complete double T -horizontal shifting (unique Known)…..….. p. 4 

- Trinacria with partially decaled print (unique known) …………………………………………………...…p. 5 

- “BT” monogram in the watermark (one of the two)……………………………………………………..…..p. 6 
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TRINACRIA: STAMPS OF GARIBALDI’S DICTATORSHIP                                                                                                  3.TRINACRIA VARIETIES 
6 November 1860-1861 

 

THIN PAPER 

Due to the porosity of the paper, the glue was strongly absorbed and over time the fatty substances went through the 

normal process of oxidation with the result of staining the stamps and at the same time making them less adhesive. 

Consideration was therefore given to ordering a new supply of paper better suited to overcome these drawbacks. The 

Neapolitan postal administration therefore commissioned a new supply or reams of paper from the Tajani paper mill in 

Vietri di Salerno. This paper, however, had to be modified in the mixture by the addition of a certain amount of glue to 

reduce its porosity and permeability and also to be smoother and thinner, as well as being glued directly in the factory. 

Although it does not appear from any administrative acts or reports of the period, it is almost certain that in January 

1861 stamps of the Bourbon series and consequently also of the Trinacria and Savoy Cross were printed, using precisely 

sheets of the later supply. Evidence of this is some specimens printed on thinner paper. 

 

PRINT WITH DECAL 

The decal is a "mirror" imprint of the stamp recto print, normally under the rubber; it is not difficult to find it on copies 

of the Ancient Italian States. The DECAL is in effect a "counterprint" on the back of the stamp. Many times the decalized 

design is crisp and clear, sometimes just hinted at or partial. Stamps with the decal are considered valuable varieties and 

are sought after by specialist collectors and many of these are classified in the best catalogues. Only a single specimen of 

Trinacria with a decal is known and it is a specimen of great historical importance because it allowed Emilio Diena to 

demonstrate that the Trinacria sheets were only one hundred specimens (and not two hundred, like the Bourbon 

stamps). 

 

 

UNIQUE STAMP WITH DECAL  KNOWN  
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